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Dear Sisters in The League & Fr. Mario, 

Happy spring! I know the temperatures have been 
below seasonal normal (in fact, it’s been downright 
cold in the mornings) but, just as surely, I know and believe that the 
weather will soon be warm. Isn’t that a liƩle like our Lenten journey 
or like the passion and resurrecƟon? The days and weeks of Lent are 
spiritually like the dying days of winter but we know and believe that 
Christ will rise from the dead on Easter Sunday and make life 
worthwhile forevermore! 

Please hand in your C & S order forms as 
soon as possible if you have not already 
done so. You will receive your giŌ cards by 
the end of the month.  

We will be celebraƟng the 34th Anniversary of the NDL Parish Council 
at our next general meeƟng on April 12th. This celebraƟon will be 
preceded by Holy Mass at 6:15 pm. Our council will pay for chicken 
but you are asked to bring a salad or dessert to share. We will be 
handing out several service pins that evening as well as having Fr. 
Mario, Suzanne, Mae and Agatha share their experiences and photos 

from their recent visit to the Holy land. Our 
provincial president, Crystal Reiter will be 
joining us for this event. I sincerely hope that 
many of you are able to aƩend this fun 
evening of camaraderie and fellowship.   

At the anniversary dinner, we will be doing a 
collecƟon for Development and Peace based 
on the CWL 1% program. This program asks us 
to set aside 1% of the costs of all luxury 
purchases for the year for the benefit of D & P.  

The diocesan AMM is being held in Beausejour 
on April 29th. Joy Smith and Susan Penner will 
be our guest speakers. 
Both of these ladies have 
very important messages 

to share. Our council will pay your registraƟon 

fee. Lunch and banquet (opƟonal) costs are yours.  

A reminder that we will be doing highway clean-up on Saturday, 
May 27th. Mark your calendars! 

The LoreƩe community wide garage sale will 
be held on June 10th. Suzanne has graciously 
offered to set up a CWL table at her house. 
This is a win-win for everyone. We can make a 
few extra dollars for the CWL coffers and we 
can each get rid of household items we`ve 
been meaning to let go of. As you do your 
spring cleaning, please keep this in mind and 
set aside those items that could be sold at the 

garage sale. We will discuss this in more depth at our next meeƟng. 

Suzanne delivered 135 bras that we collected to ChrisƟne Nnadi, 
who will bring them to Nigeria for free distribuƟon.  ChrisƟne was 
delighted to receive the shipment and cannot wait to go ‘home’ with 
the bras that she conƟnues to collect yearly. 

As I write this message, Lacey remains in hospital. Please conƟnue 
praying for her 
speedy recovery. 

Have a very 
meaningful Triduum 
and Happy Easter. 

 

 

 For a culture of peace and non-violence 
We pray for the spread of peace and non-violence, by decreasing the use of weapons by States and 
ciƟzens.  



April 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

2 3 4 
CWL Honour 
Guard 

5 
Susan Bernier 

6 7 8 

9 10 

 

11 12 
Anniversary 
Mass (6:15) and 
Dinner (7:00) 

13 14 15 
Crystal 
Chernichan 

16 17 18 19 20  

 

22 
Winnipeg 
AMM in Virden 

23 24 
Jennifer Poitra 
 
Adrienne 
& Roy 
Dennison 

25 26 
Feast of Our 
Lady of Good 
Counsel—to 
CWL 
intentions 

27 
Chisom Ibeme 

28 29 
St. Boniface 
AMM in 
Beausejour 

30 
Whoever is imbued with a lively faith in Christ present in the tabernacle, whoever knows that a friend awaits here 
constantly—always with the Ɵme, paƟence, and sympathy to listen to complaints, peƟƟons, and problems, with counsel and 
help in all things—this person cannot remain desolate and forsaken even under the greatest difficulƟes. He always has a 
refuge where quietude and peace can again be found.  —St. Edith Stein (Teresa Benedicta of the Cross)  from the 
book Communion with Christ 
SomeƟmes the only way the good Lord can get into some hearts is to break them.  —Venerable Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen 

Three important scenes of Our Lord’s life took place on mountains. On one, He preached the BeaƟtudes, the pracƟce of which 
would bring a Cross from the world; on the second, He showed the glory that lay beyond the Cross; and on the third, He 
offered Himself in death as a prelude to His glory and that of all who would believe in His name.  —Ven. Fulton Sheen, from 
his book Life of Christ 

The Cross of Christ forces you to make up your mind. You can be indifferent about anything else, but you cannot be indifferent 
about the Crucifixion. You can stand immobile before a cross as a kind of charm, but you cannot help but feel involved when 
you look at a Crucifix. —Venerable Fulton J. Sheen  from his book Remade for Happiness 

Mae & Gil 
Ross 

Monique & 
Renald Johnson 



Where “The Passion” Got Its Name—Dr. Edward Sri 

Have you ever wondered why ChrisƟans described the events leading 
up to Jesus’ death on Good Friday as “the Passion” of Christ?  

Clearly, it is fundamental to our faith. Why would we read the Passion 
story three Ɵmes during Holy Week if it wasn’t? 

In this arƟcle, you will learn the powerful reasons we call Christ’s 
suffering and redempƟon of us his passion.  

On a basic level, the English word “passion” is derived from the LaƟn 
word passio, meaning suffering. The expression thus came to describe 
the afflicƟons Christ endured for our sins on the last day of his life. 

In our modern era, the word has gained an addiƟonal meaning. In 
English, passion can describe an intense feeling or emoƟon. According 
to Webster’s dicƟonary, passion means “a strong feeling of enthusiasm 
or excitement for something.” Along these lines, people someƟmes 
describe themselves as doing something passionately—with all their 
heart, with full commitment, drive, and purpose.  

That sense also comes into play as we understand Christ’s 
determinaƟon to give his life for our sins. He is not a passive vicƟm, 
taken by surprise and forced to endure a horrific death. He is the one 
who said to the Father, “Not my will, but yours, be done” (Luke 22:42), 
and he chose to drink the cup of suffering to the last drop, all for the 
sake of our salvaƟon.  

Pope Benedict XVI takes us even deeper. In his encyclical leƩer God Is 
Love, he describes Christ’s passion in the context of passionate love. 
But here we must be clear: He is not talking about a fallen, human 
passionate love, which on its own can be a kind of intoxicaƟon in which 
we are swept away by our emoƟons, romanƟc feelings, and sensual 
desires. Such a love is inward-looking, focusing primarily on one’s own 
feelings and desires—on what I get from the other person. Such a self-
centered love cannot endure.  

God does have a passionate love for his people. He is “a lover with all 
the passion of a true love,” Pope Benedict says. But his passionate love 
for the human family expresses itself in a higher form of love, 
expressed by the Greek word agape–a total, commiƩed, sacrificial 
love. Agape love is outward-looking, seeking what is best for the other 
person and willing to suffer and sacrifice for that person’s good. 

Think about how agape love is seen most perfectly in God’s love for us. 
Even though we turned away from God in sin and even though, 
according to jusƟce, we have been separated from God and have a debt 
to pay for our sin, God’s passionate love drove him to become one of us 
and pay that debt on our behalf. So much did God love us that he did 
not want us to remain separated from him forever. He sought us. He 
became one of us and died for us so that we could be reunited with 
him. 

Think of the Passion of Christ as the sufferings Jesus endured for our 
sins. Think of it as his passionate determinaƟon to reconcile us to 
himself. And with Pope Benedict XVI, think of it as the passion of a 
lover. God’s passionate love for his people expresses itself as agape, 
for Jesus loves us so much, he is willing to enter our suffering and 
sacrifice himself for our sins. And he wants our hearts to be 
transformed by this same perfect agape love which he models for us 
every step of the way from Gethsemane to the Cross. 

hƩps://media.ascensionpress.com/2022/02/08/where-the-passion-got-its-name/?
utm_source=Klaviyo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NGL%202023%20-%20Content%20%
2801GPP4ZV10D1Y9Q48M8WHH4FE0%
29&_kx=Dka26rG924YOiHtM7p5N6CqyD9VfYtnUpM3SSLSCO_o%3D.TcpZhH  

One More Nail 
He lay there on the wooden beam, stretching out His hand 
Knowing that it had to be, just as God had planned. 
The soldier knelt beside Him and looked into His eyes 
ExpecƟng as he hammered, to hear His painful cries. 
 
But there were no frightened screams or agonizing wails, 
Only deafening silence, as he hammered the first nail. 
His Mother stood nearby Him, reaching out her hand, 
Knowing that it had to be, just as God had planned. 
 
Through tears she gazed upon her Son, and looked into His eyes, 
And as the soldier hammered, she held back her cries. 
From her Son there were no screams, or agonizing wails, 
So she too stood in silence, as he hammered one more nail. 
 
And there were John and Simon, their heads held in their hands 
Not knowing that this had to be, just as God had planned. 
In their despair, they looked into His sad and swollen eyes 
And as the soldier hammered, they could not withhold their cries. 
 
But from Him they heard no screams, or agonizing wails, 
And so they knelt in silence, as he hammered one more nail. 
And others gathered ‘round the cross, raising up their hands, 
Cheering what they thought, could not have been what God had 
planned. 
 
And with disdain, they looked into His bloody, beaten eyes, 
And as the soldier hammered, they cheered with joyful cries. 
But from this criminal they heard, no agonizing wails, 
And so they too fell silent, as he hammered one more nail. 
 
And as I touch this barren cross, with weak and trembling hands, 
I know that it all happened, just as God had planned. 
I am too shamed to gaze into His kind and loving eyes, 
Because I too hold that hammer, when my sinful nature cries. 
 
And yet He doesn’t punish me, I hear no screams or wails, 
Instead He silently forgives each Ɵme, I hammer one more nail. 
Cynthia MarƟnez St Pierre 



MANITOBA GOVERNMENT PROVIDES OVER 
$1.5 MILLION IN ANNUAL FUNDING TO 

VELMA'S HOUSE 

– – – 
Funding will Enable Vulnerable Women to 
Access Supports, Meals and Services Any 

Time of Day or Night: Squires 
The Manitoba government is providing $1.53 million in annual 
operaƟng funding to Velma’s House to assist the facility in beƩer 
supporƟng sexually exploited adult women, and survivors of gender-
based violence in Manitoba, Families Minister Rochelle Squires, 
minister responsible for the status of women, announced today. 
(March 16, 2023) 

“There is an increasing need for 24-7 safe spaces for vulnerable 
women in Winnipeg and throughout Manitoba,” said Squires. “Our 
government is pleased to provide this annual funding to Velma’s 
House, so vulnerable women can access supports, meals, services and 
have a low-barrier place to sleep at any Ɵme of the day or night.” 

Velma’s House, a project of Ka Ni Kanichihk, is one of the only 24-7 

safe spaces in Manitoba that supports sexually exploited adult women. 
The facility has operated out of a residenƟal building on Sherbrook 
Street in Winnipeg since March 2021. However, that locaƟon could 
only serve up to 10 people at a Ɵme and was not licensed for overnight 
services. In October 2022, Ka Ni Kanichihk announced that Velma’s 
House would move to a new Winnipeg locaƟon where it would be able 
to provide 24-7 services to vulnerable women. 

“It’s so criƟcal that as a society we all work together to address the 
barriers and inequiƟes that exist. The folks who access Velma’s House 
face barriers most of us cannot imagine – in every facet of their lives. 
Velma’s House is the one place they can go where the doors are 
always open,” said Yvonne (Dodie) Jordaan, execuƟve director, Ka Ni 
Kanichihk. “Velma’s House is Indigenous-led, and the programming 
and services were developed and conƟnue to be guided and shaped by 
the community.” 

Velma’s House is open to anyone aged 18 and older who idenƟfies as 
female including those from the gender-diverse community. The 
facility is low-barrier, meaning people are treated without judgment, 
seen for their strengths, and are accepted as relaƟves. Supports and 
services are all grounded in culture. 

Velma’s House provides access to basic needs such as meals, a safe 
place to rest, hygiene supplies, laundry and shower faciliƟes. Visitors 
can also access services such as employment counselling, housing 
support, and assistance navigaƟng the health-care system, 
Employment and Income Assistance and Child and Family Services. 

For more informaƟon on Velma’s House, visit hƩps://
www.kanikanichihk.ca/velmas-house/. 

hƩps://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=58451  

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS DAY  
March 16, 2023 



A naƟonal human trafficking awareness campaign was launched on 
Wednesday in Manitoba, with the goal of prevenƟng youth from being 
lured into the sex trade. 

The Joy Smith FoundaƟon, with the support of the Winnipeg Police 
Service and the Manitoba RCMP, announced the ‘See the Trafficking 
Signs’ campaign on Wednesday. The iniƟaƟve involves educaƟng the 
public about the typical indicators of someone who is being trafficked, 
as well as the methods that traffickers use to recruit. 

“Human trafficking can occur in any city across this country, and only 
through educaƟon, awareness, informaƟon sharing and campaigns 
like this one, can we protect our youth and those most vulnerable in 
our community,” said Sgt. Andrea ScoƩ with the Winnipeg police’s 
counter exploitaƟon and missing persons unit. 

The campaign is being launched across the country with educaƟonal 
signs that provide informaƟon on how people can recognize if 
someone is being trafficked. 

‘See the Trafficking Signs’ also include videos, a website and school 
programs. 

Joy Smith, the founder of the Joy Smith FoundaƟon, noted that this 
campaign is two years in the making. 

“It takes a naƟon to stop human trafficking,” she said. 

“There are very young vicƟms; [Traffickers] go aŌer very young 
vicƟms.” 

Some of the signs of human trafficking to look out for are: 
·  A child that has two cellphones; 

·  A child wearing clothing their family can’t afford; 

·  A child with unexplained cuts and bruises; 

·  A child with an enƟrely new circle of friends; 
 A child who is dressing and acƟng differently. 

“Canadians can start making a difference today by recognizing the 
signs of human trafficking and by speaking up,” said Sgt. Tara Clelland 
of the RCMP. 

“If you fear that a person is being exploited, contact the police. By 
knowing the signs and speaking up, you can change the life of a young 
person.” 
hƩps://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/it-takes-a-naƟon-to-stop-human-trafficking-awareness-
campaign-launched-in-manitoba-1.6284455  

It takes a naƟon to stop': Human trafficking awareness campaign launched in Manitoba 



Celebratory atmosphere in Landmark for 
official opening of Hope's Cradle 

WriƩen by Judy Peters Sunday, Mar 19 2023, 
8:29 AM 

A ribbon-cuƫng ceremony took place Saturday 
at the Landmark Fire Hall to officially open 
Hope's Cradle. 

 

Manitoba’s first anonymous and safe baby 
surrender site was officially opened on 
Saturday at the Landmark Fire Hall.  Sheila 
Braun played a key role in finding a locaƟon for 
Hope’s Cradle.  

“I read an Instagram post that Susan Penner 
from Life Culture had posted, and she said that 
no fire staƟon in Manitoba was willing to 
install a safe box for babies and infants,” Braun 
says. “And I was very shocked by the 
statement.”  

Braun then approached her husband Trevor, a 
member of the Tache Fire Department, and he 
connected with Fire Chief Allan Rau who 
brought the topic before the council for the 
R.M. of Tache.  

And the proposal was approved.  

Braun says it was very special to have this site 
officially open.  

“To see a dream become reality, and there 
were challenges along the way, and we saw 
many miracles, and here we are today being 
the second in Canada to say, ‘here is a safe 
locaƟon for babies to be surrendered,’ and 
giving both the mother and the baby a second 
chance.”  

Although her dream has now become reality, 
Braun says her work is not done. She plans to 
stay involved in Hope’s Cradle.  

“I will probably be involved in the promoƟonal 
material and now reaching out to family 
resource centers and the hospitals and just 
geƫng the word out,” she says. “And looking 
to see if there's a possibility of a second cradle 
in Manitoba that we could begin working on.”  

Provencher MP Ted Falk was one of the 

speakers at the opening ceremony on 
Saturday. He said it was fiƫng to have Hope’s 
Cradle at the centre of Canada, and hoped that 
more sites would soon open in other parts of 
the country.  

“Let’s start in the centre and work our way 
out,” he suggested.  

Falk also menƟoned concerns about the 
federal government and its stance on 
promoƟng life for Canadians of all ages.  

“You know, we currently have a government 
that has a culture of death, whether it's end of 
life or beginning of life,” Falk said. “And I'm 
proud to be part of the ConservaƟve caucus 
which is the only caucus that allows its 
members to hold posiƟons of pro-life. I was 
saddened last week Friday in OƩawa as I sat in 
my seat, and I heard an NDP MP from 
Winnipeg challenge the government on not 
fulfilling their promise of defunding crisis 
pregnancy centers. And I thought, ‘that is just 
incredibly sad that we want to take away 
charitable status from pro-life organizaƟons’ 
like Gems for Gems, and that's something 
we're going to conƟnue to fight.”  

Mayor Armand Poirier was honoured to 
parƟcipate in the opening ceremony.  

“This endeavor further defines our 
community,” Poirier said. “It defines us, who 
we are, and what we are. CongratulaƟons and 
thank you to everyone involved in making this 
a reality. This project was made possible by 
loving individuals inspired to bring hope to 
persons experiencing overwhelming 
circumstances in their lives.  

“I'd like to recognize the important 
contribuƟons of Trevor and Sheila Braun, Susan 
Penner with Life Culture, Jason Kroeker with 
the Landmark Fire Hall, Fire Chief Allan Rau and 
Tache Firefighters, as well as Jordan Guildford, 
the foundress of Hope’s Cradle. A special 
thanks to the board members, staff and 
volunteers of ThriŌy Treasures whose 
generosity is manifested here through their 
significant financial contribuƟon, as well as the 
numerous other contributors, private 
individuals and organizaƟons.  

“Your commitments are a tesƟmony of 
generosity, hope and service to our community 
and beyond that, will stand for years to come," 
Poirier added. "For anyone overwhelmed by 
the circumstances of life, know that we are 
here for you, we are standing senƟnel behind 
this small door with open arms, tender hands, 
and loving hearts. Hope’s Cradle is a place for 
people seeking hope, support, care, 
compassion, and relief.” 

-With files from Adi Loewen   



Hope’s Cradle Grand Opening, March 18, 2023 

Susan Penner, Life Culture; Armand Poirier, Mayor, RM of Tache, Bob 
Lagassé, MLA Dawson Trail; Ted Falk, MP, Provencher;   Jordan Guildford, 

the foundress of Hope’s Cradle.  

 MLA Bob Lagassé , Rolande Chernichan, NaƟonal Chairperson of 
ResoluƟons and MP Ted Falk discuss poliƟcs in wake of NaƟonal Office’s 

recent meeƟng with federal government 

Instructions for surrendering of baby are posted 
outside 

Inside view of Hope’s Cradle drop-off 
Trevor & Sheila Braun, Susan Penner, Armand 

Poirier and Jordan Guildford cut the ribbon 

Rolande, Suzanne and Marcia in attendance 
Susan discusses her presentation at our upcoming 

AMM on April 29 with Suzanne 





Euthanasia PrevenƟon CoaliƟon contest. "Telling 
Our Side of the Story" 

 

"Telling Our Side of the Story" 

The board and staff of the Euthanasia PrevenƟon CoaliƟon are proud 
to invite all of our readers, and friends, to parƟcipate in an exclusive 
EPC creaƟve messaging contest: "Telling Our Side of the Story". 
 
For many years, we have been inundated with euthanasia 
propaganda portraying life as meaningless, death as freedom, 
despair as wisdom, hopelessness as courage, the abeƫng (and 
suggesƟon) of suicidal desires as an act of love. 
 
It is high Ɵme (and more than Ɵme) for us to clean up this mess by 
"Telling Our Side of the Story"! 
 
We call upon our readers and supporters to submit euthanasia 
stories that are true, or ficƟonal or any combinaƟon of the two. This 
is the chance to set your heart (and your imaginaƟon) free, in both 
condemning nihilisƟc death and extolling the beauty of life. 

 

Accepted stories will be published on the EPC blog (and if possible 
featured in a printed collecƟon). As soon as we have received a 
sufficient number of contribuƟons, EPC will award a first prize of 
$500. Future ediƟons of the contest will evolve aŌer the first contest 
is completed.  

Send your story to Alex Schadenberg: info@epcc.ca 
 
For maximum flexibility and creaƟve potenƟal, there will be few 
rules, and no definite requirements on content, or form. 

· Anybody can send any arƟcle, story or video (arƟcles that are 
good or interesƟng will be published), 

· Anyone in the world can parƟcipate, 
· Author privacy will be scrupulously respected (as desired). 

 
Let us joyfully carry this exciƟng enterprise into the cultural domain. 
Join us, today, in "Telling Our Side of the Story"!  

If you wish to discuss your ideas, contact Alex at: info@epcc.ca  or 
call: 1-877-439-3348. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Gordon Friesen 
President, Euthanasia PrevenƟon CoaliƟon 



Hey priests: Empty confessionals, never! 
Increase the hotspots of mercy, says Pope 

If people don't come to confession, "read 
something, pray; but wait," Pope Francis told 
confessors, emphasizing the importance of this 
sacrament. 

“You must only think about forgiving,” Pope 
Francis told confessors at the VaƟcan on March 
23, 2023. The PonƟff received a group 
of confessors who had recently parƟcipated in 
a Course on the Internal Forum, a program 
organized by the Apostolic PenitenƟary which 
helps form those who impart the Sacrament of 
Confession. Pope Francis emphasized that 
confessors should always be available to their 
faithful and warned them against acƟng as a 
“psychiatrist.”  

“May there always be a penitenƟary on duty. 
Always. Empty confessionals, never! “But,” you 
could say, “the people don’t come!” Read 
something, pray; but wait, they will come,” 
Francis said. 

He urged a “constant presence of a confessor 
with an open schedule, in every pastoral 
zone.”  

In fact, the Pope called for a rediscovery of the 
importance of the Sacrament of Penance in the 
Church, especially in light of the Jubilee of 
2025. He asked that local Churches’ pastoral 
programs give “a just space” to this sacrament, 
which “helps the lifeblood of mercy” circulate 
in the Church’s veins.  

He outlined also that in a world filled with 
“hotspots of hatred and vengeance” confessors 
must “increase the ‘hotspots of mercy.’” 

Francis insisted that “we are in a supernatural 
fight,” which is especially “virulent” in our Ɵme, 
but Christ’s victory is realized “each Ɵme a 
penitent is absolved.” 

“Nothing distances from and defeats evil more 
than divine mercy.”  

Don’t get into conversaƟon with the devil or 
try to be a psychiatrist 

Francis also told confessors to be wary of 

dialoguing with the devil or treaƟng confession 
like a talk with a psychoanalyst or psychiatrist, 
outlining instead what the true mission of the 
sacrament of penance is.  

“Jesus taught us that we should never dialogue 
with the devil. Never! He responded to the 
temptaƟon in the desert with the Word of God, 
but he did not dialogue. […] One offers what is 
right for forgiveness and one opens some doors 
to help [the penitent] move on, but never act 
as a psychiatrist or psychoanalyst. Please, do 
not go into these things!” the Pope insisted, 
speaking spontaneously. “If any of you has this 
vocaƟon [to mental health care], pracƟce it 
elsewhere, but not in the tribunal of penance. 
This is a dialogue that is not convenient to have 
in the moment of mercy.” 

The mission of the confessor, the PonƟff 
explained, is to “welcome everyone without 
prejudice, because only God knows what grace 
can work in hearts, at any moment.” 

“Always look for the door to enter into 
forgiveness. And when you cannot enter 

through the door, enter through the window,” 
he added, suggesƟng for confessors to inspire 
at least the desire for repentance. 

This desire for repentance, known as 
contriƟon, is, as the Catechism explains, a giŌ 
from God. 

God always forgives 

The head of the Catholic Church also asked 
confessors not to set condiƟons for 
forgiveness, because “God does not say, ‘Only 
this…’; he says, ‘Everything.’ […] He always 
forgives more, always!” 

“If there is anyone who does not feel up to 
being a giver of the mercy received from Jesus, 
do not go to the confessional [to hear 
confessions],” the Bishop of Rome said. 

He lamented for example the fact that a 
confessor in a papal basilica gave many 
reprimands and then gave an unfeasible 
penance. “This is no good. No. Mercy. You are 

there to forgive and to offer words so that the 
person can move forward, renewed by 
forgiveness,” he said. 

hƩps://aleteia.org/2023/03/28/hey-priests-empty-confessionals-
never-increase-the-hotspots-of-mercy-says-pope/?
utm_campaign=EM-EN-NewsleƩer-Daily-
&utm_content=NewsleƩer&utm_medium=email&utm_source=send
grid&utm_term=20230329  

Hey priests: Empty confessionals, never! Increase the hotspots of 
mercy, says Pope 

WHEN, owing to the current media frenzy 
against priests and bishops accused of 
improper and even criminal behavior, 
many are inclined to cringe at the sight of 
the Roman Collar, just remember this:  
 
If you are a pracƟcing Catholic, we will 
remember that we saw this collar on the 
day our children were bapƟzed and con-
firmed. 
 
This was the collar at the other side of the 
Confessional when, burdened by sin, we 
wanted sacramental assurance of God's 
forgiveness; this is the Roman collar that 
the Church's qualified witness wore on the 
day we swore fidelity to our spouse, and 
this sight should give you some comfort (in 
fact, much solace) when, at death's door, 
we are weighed down by infirmity or old 
age.   
 
It is this collar that brought us the balm of 
consolaƟon when we lost a loved 
one.  NOT THAT WE OWE OUR PRIESTS 
ANYTHING.   
 
The point rather is that WE ALL have a 
stake in THEIR Holiness (or the lack of 
it).  On the day each of them were or-
dained, we cheered them.   
 
Do not join the mob that jeers now.  In-
stead, pray for them.  Warn them when 
they do wrong.  Counsel them when they 
go astray.  Keep them company and assure 
them they are not alone, for greater than 
any temptaƟon of the flesh is the test of 
loneliness and that feeling that comes to 
priests that they are not cared for.   
 
AŌer all, they are human too, and they 
take comfort from the thought that we 
care for them -- enough to hold them up 
when they are weak, reproach them when 
they are in error, but ever assuring them 
that we do not write them off! 
 





The love of God and neighbour which leads 
to true ChrisƟan charity, care and concern. 
The annual Caritas Award Dinner honours 
those who have made outstanding 
contribuƟons towards others and the fabric 
of life in Manitoba. The FoundaƟon held the 
inaugural Caritas Award Dinner in 1979 to 
honour organizaƟons or individuals who 
have made outstanding contribuƟons to the 
well-being of the ciƟzens of the Province of 
Manitoba, to the Catholic community, or 
provided excepƟonal service in support of Catholic values,works and 
causes. Past recipients include bishops, religious orders, laypersons 
and other clergy, service organizaƟons and outstanding community 
leaders. 
 
For the first six years of the Dinner, the proceeds helped to build up 
the value of the general Capital Fund. Since then, the proceeds of the 
Caritas Dinner have been used to offset the modest operaƟng costs of 
the FoundaƟon in order to maximize funds available for grants.  
 
In the course of honoring organizaƟons and individuals who have 
been exemplars of caring leadership and service in all of Manitoba, 
the Caritas Dinner has become a Ɵme of celebraƟon for Catholics 
from all dioceses and individuals who support Catholic values. In so 
doing, the dinner has become the preeminent celebraƟon of the 
broader community in Manitoba. 
 
The Caritas Award Dinner aƩendance has averaged 500-750 persons 
in past years. They represent people and communiƟes of varied walks 
of life and interests who are united by their desire to foster Catholic 
values and community improvement for the sake of all Manitobans. 
The Dinner provides an excellent opportunity for individuals and 
corporaƟons to support the Catholic FoundaƟon of Manitoba’s 
mission through the Caritas Award Dinner sponsorship program 
outlined on our website. 
 

Past Award Recipients 
 

Caritas Award Recipients 
2022 - Sara Riel Inc. 
2021 - Centre Flavie-Laurent Inc. 
2019 - Joy Smith 
2018 - Catholic Health AssociaƟon of Manitoba 
2017 - Conrad Wyrzykowski 
2016 - The Service of Consecrated Men in Manitoba 
2015 - The Service of Consecrated Women in Manitoba 
2014 - AcƟonmarguerite, Holy Family Home and St. Joseph’s 
Residence 
2013 - The memory of Blessed Nykyta Budka and more than 100 
years of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Manitoba 
2012 - The Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions 
2011 - St.Amant 
2010 - Most Reverend V. James Weisgerber, Ph.L., S.T.L., D.D. 
2009 - L’Arche Winnipeg 
2008 - The Sisters of the Good Shepherd and Marymound 

2007 - The Catholic Schools of Manitoba 
2006 - The Knights of Columbus of Manitoba 
2005 - Jaroslaw Barwinsky, M.D., F.R.C.S.C., 
F.A.C.S, F.A.C.C, F.A.C.C.P. 
2004 - The CongregaƟon of The Missionary 
Oblate Sisters of St. Boniface 
2003 - Most Reverend Peter SuƩon, O.M.I., 
D.D. and Most Reverend Reynald Rouleau, 
O.M.I., D.D. 
2002 - The Community of Rossbrook House 
2001 - Leo Mol, O.C., O.M., L.L.D., R.C.A. 

2000 - Missionaries of Charity Sisters of Winnipeg 
1999 - The Misericordia Sisters 
1998 - His Grace Archbishop Leonard J. Wall, S.T.D., D.D. 
1997 - Pauline Dyrkacz, Céline Houde, Patricia Soenen, Madeline 
Spence, Elizabeth Willcock, C.M. 
1996 - Son Excellence Monseigneur Antoine Hacault, D.D. 
1995 - Joseph C. Stangl, K.S.G., C.M. 
1994 - Sisters of St. Benedict 
1993 - The Society of Mary (the Marianists) 
1992 - Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate (Ukrainian Order) 
1991 - The Catholic Women’s League of Canada, 
            Manitoba Provincial Council, La Ligue féminine catholique du 
            Manitoba, The Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League of Canada, 
            Winnipeg Archeparchy 
1990 - Roland Couture, C.M., Arthur V. Mauro O.C., John J. Nowosad 
1989 - The Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary 
1988 - The Manitoba Clergy of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, The 
Redemptorist Fathers, The Order of 
            St. Basil the Great, The Secular Priests 
1987 - The Society of Jesus 
1986 - The Oblates of Mary Immaculate 
1985 - The Grey Nuns of Manitoba 
1984 - Honourable F.L. (Bud) Jobin, Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba 
1983 - His Eminence George B. Cardinal Flahiff, C.S.B., C.C., D.D. 
1982 - His Grace Archbishop Maxim Hermaniuk, C.Ss.R. 
1981 - Edwin G. Cass, Joseph Donovan, William English 
1980 - Son Excellence Monseigneur Maurice Baudoux, D.D. 
1979 - His Grace Archbishop Philip F. Pocock, D.D. 
 

Service Award Recipients 
2022- Sharon Blady 
2021 - Karin Gordon & Tom Denton 
2019 - Carol Peloquin, snjm & Bo Gajda 
2018 - André Blondeau 
 

Charity of Choice 
2023- Artbeat Studio 
2021 - Hospitality House Refugee Ministry 
2019 - Future Hope Home 
2018 - Holy Names House of Peace 
 
hƩps://www.catholicfoundaƟon.mb.ca/about-the-caritas-award  
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Three storms have merged to form our recent 
history of sexual confusion and 
transgenderism. 

T I M  S T A P L E S  •  3 / 3 1 / 2 0 2 3  

When I was in the seminary, my spiritual 
director, Fr. Patrick Brannan, S.J., told me the 
story of the dean of men dressing down a 
young Jesuit scholasƟc for acƟng in an “overtly 
effeminate” manner. Fr. Brannan just 
happened to be walking by the dean’s office 
when he overheard these words: 

“Act like a man. Men don’t act like that!” 

That was 1950. That was when our culture had 
the collecƟve common sense to know the 
biological fact expressed in Genesis 1:27: “So 
God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and female 
he created them.” 

When it comes to the new trend of 
“transgenderism,” I don’t think I’m alone in 
wondering, “How in the world did we get 
here?” In our modern age, which is supposedly 
raƟonalisƟc and scienƟfic, we have come to a 
place where sober human beings—
scienƟfically and verifiably “male” or “female,” 
mind you—are “idenƟfying” as the opposite 
sex. 

When Harry decides he is going to become 
Sally, anyone daring to aƩempt to bring Harry 
to his senses and to accept his God-given giŌ 
of maleness is not heralded as being a 
messenger of truth and mercy; he is 
demonized. And when you consider the 
rapidity with which this phenomenon has 
swept our culture and the readiness of so 
many people to simply accept something that 
even on the surface seems patently absurd, 

the quesƟons arise of “How?” and “Why?” 

I suppose the answer on the most basic level is 
as old as original sin, but to be more specific, I 
am going to argue that we are living in a 
tempest caused by the joining of mulƟple large 
storms into a superstorm of heretofore 
unthinkable proporƟons. 

1. RejecƟon of God. 

Psalm 53:1 (and 14:1) declares in no uncertain 
terms: “The fool says in his heart there is no 
God.” As a culture, we in the Western world 
have largely become fools. We have either 
rejected God altogether or we have reduced 
him to a force “out there somewhere” who, if 
he exists, really doesn’t give two hoots about 
what we do down here on this Ɵny blue dot. If 
he does exist, we live as if he doesn’t, which is 
essenƟally a disƟncƟon with liƩle, if any, 
difference. 

St. Paul tells us plainly what happens when 
individuals, peoples, or naƟons reject God: 

For although they knew God they did not 
honor him as God or give thanks to him, but 
they became fuƟle in their thinking and their 
senseless minds were darkened. . . . Therefore, 
God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts 
to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies 
among themselves. . . . Their women 
exchanged natural relaƟons for unnatural, and 
the men likewise gave up natural relaƟons 
with women and were consumed with passion 
for one another, men commiƫng shameless 
acts with men and receiving in their own 
persons the due penalty for their error. And 
since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, 
God gave them up to a base mind and to 
improper conduct (Rom. 1:21-28). 

In his Confessions, St. AugusƟne famously 
wrote, “Thou hast made us for thyself, O Lord, 
and our heart is restless unƟl it finds its rest in 
thee.” The human intellect is ordered toward 
knowing the ulƟmate truth, which is God. Our 
wills are ordered toward choosing the ulƟmate 
good, which is God. If we do not choose to 
worship God, we will worship someone or 
something. It may be money, sex, power, 
presƟge, or a hundred other things. But, 
ulƟmately, whatever we worship that is not 
God becomes a sacramental sign of the fact 
that we have been reduced to tomfoolery. 

And so we have . . . 

2. The reducƟon of fully human beings to 
something less. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church defines 
pornography: 

Pornography consists in removing real or 
simulated sexual acts from the inƟmacy of the 
partners in order to display them deliberately 
to third parƟes. It offends against chasƟty 
because it perverts the conjugal act, the 
inƟmate giving of spouses to each other. It 
does grave injury to the dignity of its 
parƟcipants (actors, vendors, the public), since 
each one becomes an object of base pleasure 
and illicit profit for others. It immerses all who 
are involved in the illusion of a fantasy world. 
It is a grave offense (2354). 

The Church declares here that in pornography 
we have a radical reducƟon of human beings 
to the level of sexual objects, and this is mostly 
women being reduced to objects to be used 
and abused by men—though today there is an 
alarming increase of a similar reducƟon of 
men as well. But the truth is, once one reduces 
another human being to an object, there is no 
end to the evils that will follow. 

This reducing of human beings leads to all 
manner of evil—contracepƟon, aborƟon, 
euthanasia, physician-assisted suicide, the 
“use” of preborn babies for experimentaƟon, 
and more. The common denominator here is 
each of these sins reduces human beings to 
something less than who they are: male and 
female created in the image and likeness of 
God with an immeasurable dignity. 

You may ask, how does this lead to these 
other evils? It’s easy to see with pornography. 
But let’s consider contracepƟon. The purpose 
of the conjugal act is both uniƟve and 
procreaƟve. That is, it aids in bringing about 

(ConƟnued on page 15) 
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the inƟmate union and mutual perfecƟon of 
the spouses in marriage as well as the 
propagaƟon of the species. If either of these 
ends is purposely thwarted, the act becomes 
gravely disordered. 

Pope St. Paul VI gives us insight into the nature 
of the “disorder” that arises in contracepƟon in 
his encyclical leƩer Humanae Vitae. He 
describes one aspect of the evil of 
contracepƟon as essenƟally reducing women 
to the level of sexual object even in the 
context of marriage. It does not respect the 
woman as an integral whole. It reduces her to 
something less than what she is—“reduce[d] . 
. . to being a mere instrument for [the 
husband’s] own desires” (17). 

And worse, this reducƟonism leads to what 
Pope St. John Paul II called the “culture of 
death.” This mentality holds that we can 
eliminate anything—or anyone—that stands in 
the way of our being able to fulfill our own 
desires for pleasure without respect for God’s 
will, God’s plan, or the dignity of the other 
person or persons involved. So what happens 
when a baby “accidentally” comes along? Get 
rid of it! 

This mentality leads to all sorts of inane 
jusƟficaƟons. “I am only thinking of the baby. I 
am not ready to raise a child!” Isn’t it amazing 
how people can kill an innocent human being 
and then say, “It was for his own good. Really, 
it was!”? 

More commonly, the person considering 
aborƟon disassociates what is commonly 
referred to as “the product of concepƟon” 
from a baby. The baby is radically objecƟfied to 
the point of considering him to be just so much 
“biological maƩer” in the womb. The truth is, 
millions of babies have been and are being 
slaughtered for the simple reason that they are 
an inconvenience. 

This reducƟonist mentality has not only led to 
the murder of well more than 60 million babies 
in the U.S. alone since 1973; it has led to all 
manner of immorality: euthanasia, embryonic 
stem cell research, human cloning, physician-
assisted suicide, infanƟcide, et cetera. All of 
these sins have at their foundaƟon a reducƟon 
of human beings to the level of objects in order 
to jusƟfy all manner of immorality and outright 
barbarism. 

With God out of the picture and man reduced 
to a mere object, mankind had liƩle protecƟon 
against a third storm that combines the energy 
of the first two with its own, to produce a force 
that has proven devastaƟng to our world in 
ways that would have been unthinkable just a 
decade or two ago. 

3. Reduced to an inclinaƟon 

In our modern Ɵmes, this reducƟonism has 
morphed into a parƟcularly odd and dangerous 
storm. Our culture has reduced human beings 
not just to the level of an object, but even 
more, to the level of an inclinaƟon. And why 
not? Once a human being is reduced to 
something less than what he is, there is no end 
to the absurdiƟes—and tragedies—that will 
follow. 

The root of this rather odd phenomenon can 
be traced back before the mania for porn to 
the creaƟon of the noƟon of “heterosexual” in 
the mid-nineteenth century. In fact, I would 
make the argument that its roots may well 
have contributed to all of the moral evils 
menƟoned above. 

In an arƟcle in the magazine First Things in 
2014, Michael Hannon recounts how, having 
jeƫsoned natural-law arguments as too 
archaic—and, well, ChrisƟan—psychologists 
had to come up with language to communicate 
the defecƟve nature of homosexual acts. Enter 
the term heterosexual, which was created in 
the 1860s and first wriƩen in the English 
language, as far as we know, in 
1892. Heterosexual referred to the “normal” 
inclinaƟon that men are “supposed” to have 
toward women and vice 
versa. Homosexual was then idenƟfied as its 
immoral opposite. 

The problem was, there was no longer a 
coherent “why” to undergird the 
condemnaƟon. There is no God, of course, in 
the post-ChrisƟan mindset. The sexual faculty 
no longer has a God-ordained purpose the 
thwarƟng of which is without excepƟon 
immoral. 

Thus, psychologists (it appears unwiƫngly) 
introduced to our culture the noƟon of 
reducing human beings to the level of an 
inclinaƟon. And there would be no end to the 
immorality that would follow. Even today, 
there is no end in sight. AŌer all, a 
“heterosexual” inclinaƟon is just as much an 
inclinaƟon as is a “homosexual” inclinaƟon, it 
would be argued. I mean, you like peas, I like 
carrots, right? 

InclinaƟons—virtually any inclinaƟons beyond 

perhaps those offending the day’s protected 
class—would not only be deemed morally 
equivalent, but this odd approach to morality 
has led to human beings becoming idenƟfied 
with whatever their inclinaƟon may be. As a 
result, it has become common parlance to say 
that if you have a preponderance of 
heterosexual tendencies, you are heterosexual, 
and if you have a preponderance of 
homosexual tendencies, you are homosexual. 
And then there’s bisexuality: this person has 
inclinaƟons in both direcƟons. The list of 
inclinaƟons and idenƟficaƟons seems to grow 
daily. 

But is your idenƟty determined by inclinaƟons? 
Can anyone calculate how many inclinaƟons he 
has had or will have in a lifeƟme? It is no 
wonder this noƟon has led us not just to an 
“LGBT” movement, but to somewhere in the 
vicinity of sixteen leƩers added to the 
acronym? LGBTIQCAPGNGFNBA and climbing! 
(Forgive me if I leŌ one or two out.) 

I’ve got an idea, and it’s simple. Will you join 
with me and refuse to either be idenƟfied or to 
idenƟfy any human being as an inclinaƟon? 
And be bold about it! Let us together 
determine that we will no longer idenƟfy 
ourselves or any human person to be a 
“heterosexual.” No human being is a 
“homosexual.” 

Indeed, let’s join together and proclaim the 
truth that no human being can be reduced to 
any one or more of these sixteen leƩers, or 
whatever the number of leƩers ends up 
being—that represent inclinaƟons or impulses. 
Each human person who has ever or will ever 
exist is created, as Genesis 1:27 says, “in his 
[God’s] own image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female he created 
them.” 

Our inclinaƟons and impulses will come and go. 
I know that if I acted on every impulse I’ve felt 
in my life, I would be in prison or worse today! 
A male must act like a male not because he 
feels like it, but rather because that is who he 
is. A female must act like a female because that 
is who she is. To reduce a human being to the 
level of whatever inclinaƟon he or she may be 
feeling this week, month, or year is nothing less 
than an outrage. A man is immeasurably more 
than his inclinaƟons. 

So what do we do when we have impulses or 
inclinaƟons that are contrary to our created 
nature—as they inevitably will, given our fallen 
state? If one is a woman? Act like a woman. If 
one is a man? In the words of that God-blessed 
Jesuit dean of men: “Act like a man!” 

hƩps://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-
ediƟon/transgenderism-how-did-we-get-here  
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