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In the case of the severe injus�ce meted out daily to unborn babies, tolerance is not jus�fiable. We 

cannot and should not accept the decision of the majority out of respect for the Court. When 

governmental authori�es wield power arbitrarily and unjustly, they undermine their decisions, their 

respectability, and their authority.  — Fr. Robert Spitzer from his book Ten Universal Principles  



Hello Fr. Mario and Ladies of the CWL: 
First a quick update. With code red having been extended once again, 

our February General Mee�ng will once again be done virtually 

using the Teams app. If any of you would like to par�cipate, but are 

having difficulty or uncertain�es about using the app, please feel free 

to reach out to a member of the execu�ve for some help. It has 

been great to be able to see so many of you again! 

As  Spring is just around the corner, many people are already 

star�ng to think of their yards and gardens. Once again, we will be 

having our C & S Garden gi� card fundraiser. This has always done well 

for us and is a community posi�ve endeavor.  Please make sure to 

keep an eye open for the email to be sent out in the next month or so. 

Many people have been struggling this past year and so I'd like to 

share a por�on of a le�er with you sent from Janet Brunger, our 

Provincial President. She explains the benefit and community of the 

League in a great way for anyone who has been ques�oning whether 

they should stay a member in these hard �mes. 

" The CWL is much more than just a club.  It is a �ghtly knit network 

of sisters who genuinely care about you.  You might ask what you’re 

ge�ng out of the CWL other than just a magazine.  My response to 

that would be that it tells me you are not tapping into the resources, 

and are not a�ending conven�ons or CWL events (actually, none of 

us have been able to do that in 2020).  In order to appreciate the 

benefits of belonging, you need to some�mes do something for YOU, 

and that means par�cipa�ng in the spirituality offered at 

conven�ons, Provincial Council Day of Celebra�on, Winnipeg 

Diocesan Fall Mee�ng & Workshop, and St. Boniface Diocesan Council 

Day of Reflec�on.  Yes, I agree that in our busy lives, it is a 

commitment to take a whole day (or two) away from our must-do 

list, but I have learned that I get so much more out of these days than 

I can possibly convey.  These days have provided me with the 

opportunity to rejuvenate and refresh.  While your absence to you 

might not seem very much, the implica�ons of your ac�on will reach 

to the very edge of the pond.  You may think that you’re only one 

person, or one Council, but believe me, your absence is no�ced, and 

very much missed.  

The CWL is pro-life, from concep�on to natural death.  Collec�vely, 

we have wri�en tens of thousands of le�ers to our government, 

speaking against euthanasia and assisted suicide.  Our seniors 

ma�er, and should never be made to feel as though they’re a burden 

to society. 

If you see an inequity or injus�ce in our society today, you have the 

opportunity to bring it to the a�en�on of our elected officials through 

our resolu�ons process.  All of our resolu�ons are created and 

presented at the grassroots level, before being moved up to Diocesan, 

Provincial, and finally Na�onal levels.  The CWL is a very powerful 

voice in Government circles, and it’s absolutely cri�cal that we are 

able to maintain that respect.  Your membership enables us to do 

that. 

When was the last �me you checked out the Provincial or Na�onal 

websites?  They contain a wealth of informa�on that perhaps you 

didn’t know about – we encourage you to do that at your earliest 

convenience! 

Our Day of Celebra�on is coming up in early February, and we plan to 

have an exci�ng speaker bring us a virtual presenta�on designed to 

enrich us spiritually.  It will be an excellent event, and we encourage 

you to par�cipate!" 

Thank you so much everyone for your con�nued par�cipa�on in these 

hard �mes. Our new Prayer Partners list will be coming out shortly and 

would be a great �me to check up on each other. 

I hope to see you at our next mee�ng and am hoping for a return to in-

person mee�ngs soon. 

Happy Valen�ne's Day everyone!  

 

February—Violence Against Women 
We pray for women who are victims of violence, that 
they may be protected by society and have their 
sufferings considered and heeded. 

This video is EXCELLENT for 
preparing yourself for confession, especially for 
during Lent! Such an excellent explanation!!! I 
would highly recommend it!! (1.5 hours) 
Explaining the Faith - 10 Commandments and 7 
Deadly Sins - YouTube   
So worth your time! Even if you've seen it already... 
worth seeing again for review!!!  



2020 Spiritual Development Highlights 
March: Care for our Common Home – Development and Peace ~ 

Symbols of Solidarity  
April – May: Daily Sharing Spirituality during Isola�on Through Hymns, 

Songs, Music – to celebrate our council’s anniversary, the Feast of Our 

Lady of Good Counsel, ending on the last day of the month of Mary. 

Booklet made.  
Monthly Novenas for preven�on from COVID-19, conversion of souls, 

54-Day Novena for Consecra�on of Canada to Mary, etc…; included prayers for 

our members, their inten�ons and for their loved ones, etc… 
Mae Ross 

2020 Organiza�on Highlights 
COVID – cancella�on of all conven�ons in 2020 

Birthday Cards con�nue to be sent out to members 

Cup of Coffee ini�a�ve started, but 

stalled because of COVID 

Lucille Chay 

2020 Chris�an Family Life Highlights 
May 8: At-Home Prayer for Quality Care for Pallia�ve Care during 

Na�onal Pallia�ve Care Week 

August: Collected baby items for Mom 

of Twins  

40 Days for Life – one day a week in 

prayer vigil for an end to abor�on, 

respect and sanc�ty for life… Mae Ross 

2020 Community Life 

Highlights 
Adopt a Highway cleanup in June and September 

Collec�on of Sacramental clothing and food for 

northern missions 

Plan�ng of our Centennial tree in front of the church-Lucille Chay 

2020 Educa�on and Health 

Highlights 
Scholarship awarded to Miguel Sorin of 

Gabrielle Roy 

Handed out Donor ID cards with explana�on of how to use them 

2020 Legisla�on Highlight 
Members wrote le�ers to government 

officials concerning Bill C-7 

2020 Communica�ons 

Highlights 
Extra newsle�er in July during COVID 

Crea�on of a digital cookbook from members 

Crea�on of a digital book, Sharing Spirituality 

During Isola�on, featuring members’ favourite 

hymns and songs shared via email through Mae Ross’s ini�a�ve 

Promo�on of our council through FaceBook and On the Spot 

Introduc�on of using Teams and Zoom for Mee�ngs—Suzanne Moore 

2020 Past President Highlights 
Electronic archival of our council’s history from 1989-2020 

Upda�ng and organizing all historical documents into binders, 

including a print-out of electronic history by 

year 

Working on team with the Remembering 
2020 - Quaran�ne Cooking cookbook 

crea�on and sales—Suzanne Moore 

2020 Resolu�ons Highlight 

Installa�on of Crosswalks in Lore�e – as per our Resolu�on 2013.02:  Pedestrian Corridor for PR 207 in Lore�e 



Welcoming new members, January 2020 
Games night with the Knights, January 

Day of Celebration, February 2020 

Singing to Villa Youville, February 2020 

Fundraiser, February—April  Meeting Nt’l President, February 2020 

Anola Soup Sunday, March 2020 

May Newsletter 
Northern Missions Food Drive, June 2020 

Symbols of Solidarity, March 2020 



April—May, 2020 
Bottled Water Drive, Agape Table, August 2020 

Blessing of Highway Cleanup Crew, June 2020 

Autumn Blaze Centennial Tree planted, June 2020 

Electronic Cookbook, June 2020 

Miguel Sorin, Scholarship Recipient, June 2020 

32 years of Archives electronically and manually organized, May 2020 



40 Days for Life, October 2020 

Baby shower for Mom of twins, August 2020 

Highway Cleanup, September 2020 

Lighted Crosswalks installed in Lorette, October 2020 

November-December 2020 

December 2020 General Meeting via T 

Microsoft  TEAMS 
Newest CWL’er Megan Bernardin with Mom Lacey Bernardin, 

Grandma Yve�e Gregoire and Great-Aunt, Lucille Chay 





70 of the most trusted and inspirational Catholic Bible experts in the Church today will be showing you 
how to confidently and quickly approach the Bible for answers, hope, and peace in your day-to-day 
challenges and struggles.  
 

 FREE! February 11th-13th, 2021 

Hope, Answers, Peace. 

The WORD 2021 will help you hear God's voice and find clarity in life’s endless challenges. 

Join us and discover...  

·	 How to find unshakeable hope and peace no matter what you're going through. 
·	 How to hear what God is saying to you right now. 
·	 The keys to unlocking a deeper prayer life. 
·	 Where to turn in times of suffering. 
·	 The keys to overcoming doubt and share your faith with others 
·	 How to find balance and recalibrate your family with the Word of God. 

 
    ... and much more!  

  
I am going to register for Free.  
 
 

https://www.cardinalstudios.org/catholic-bible-summit-home 



Lately, the media and modern secular science are 
consistently promoting fasting as good for the body. Here’s just 
a few recent headlines: 
 
"Fasting changes cells hormones and genes to help you 
live longer" 
"Fasting eliminates belly fat" 
"Fasting lowers risk of diabetes" 
 
It’s easy to forget that fasting is an ancient practice in our 
Church especially at certain times of year...especially Lent. 
While I’m sure the medical community and scientists are right 
about the bodily benefits of fasting, the spiritual benefits are 
even more impressive. 
 
According to St. Basil, bodily fasting is not meaningful unless 
joined with the spiritual life: 

 
"Let us fast an acceptable and very pleasing fast to the 
Lord. True fast is the estrangement from evil, temperance 
of tongue, abstinence from anger, separation from 
desires, slander, falsehood and perjury. Privation of these 
is true fasting." 

 
And Sam Guzman, in an article on his website The Catholic 
Gentleman says it this way: 

 
"If you want to put to energize your spiritual life, if you 
want to slay a sin that has you in bondage, if you want to 
grow in union with God, take up the holy weapon of 
fasting. For as Jesus said, there are some demons that 
"cannot be driven out by anything but prayer and 
fasting...Keep in mind that the passions of our flesh are 
not necessarily wrong, but because of our fallen nature, 
they are out of control and they want to dominate us. Left 
unchecked, our passions will lead us to soul destroying 
behavior like gluttony, hatred, disordered sexual acts, or 
addictions of all kinds. Eventually, their dominion will lead 
us to hell. "The sinful passions...yield increase only to 
death," explains St. Paul."  
 

So how do we participate in this ancient beneficial 
practice?  

 
1. Make your fast spiritual as well as physical  
 
2. Abstain from meat every Friday during Lent at a 
minimum and fast especially on Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday by having only one meal (if your health and 
age allows).  
 
3. Consider a "fast" from something other than food 
and include that in your weekly routine, for example, 

smoking, television, Facebook, etc. Do this weekly 
regardless of the liturgical season.  
 
4. Drink only water.  
 
5. Pray for strength to complete "your fast" and for the 
spiritual battle and virtue as we strive to grow closer to 
God.  
https://integrityrestored.com/pillars-of-lent-fasting-pt-1/  

 

Fasting In The 21st Century 
In our ongoing Lenten series, we are hoping to share some 
thoughts with you to make our penitential season more fruitful. 

In past generations, there was no question that, especially 
during Lent, you prayed, and you fasted. Everyone did. And it 
was a valuable practice. Many have lost the value of these 
practices in the  21st century, but we ought to return to the 
Church to which our grandparents were so committed.  

Fasting continues to be a necessary practice not for losing 
weight or a new health fad, but for a much deeper spiritual 
reason. The wellbeing of our souls. 

So, let’s discuss how we can fast in the 21st century… 

Certainly, we can fast and abstain from food and drink, such as 
abstaining from meat on Fridays. And this is good, it reminds 
us of that bodily mortification can increase our spiritual fervor. 
We should do this. 

But, in today’s culture, I’d like to recommend some other ways 
to fast while preparing spiritually for the passion and 
Resurrection of our Lord. 

1. Fast from social media. Times are scary and opinions 
(with no fact behind them) are even scarier. Log off Facebook, 
Instagram, or any other app and simply call someone if you 
need to get in touch with them. They will be glad to hear your 
voice and you will be taking a break from the constant noise of 
the social media sphere. 

2. Fast from cable news. Far too many of us get riled up 
watching the pundits pontificate, why not spend that time in 
quiet prayer with the Lord? If you feel you need to keep up to 
date on the pandemic, limit your viewing to 30 minutes or less 
per day. That’s all you need to get the facts.  

3. Fast from technology outside of working hours. How 
great would it be if we communicated with each other in person 
or by talking instead of burying our noses in our smartphones? 

4. Fast from binge-watching shows on tv. How many 
hours can we spend glued to the screen when we could be 
engaging someone, serving, praying?  

5. Fast from online shopping. Limit trips to the store and 
buy only what you need. Do without unless something is a 
basic necessity. You’ll be surprised how much you can save for 
a greater cause in just a few weeks. 

Those are just some ideas on what we can do this Lent in 
addition to fasting and abstaining from food. 

Do whatever you feel called to do. You know the areas that are 
struggles in your life. Commit to these sacrifices with a spirit of 
thanksgiving that we can enter into this season with Jesus in 
this small way! 

https://integrityrestored.com/pillars-of-lent-fasting-pt-2/  



How To Give Alms While Social Distancing 
For our ongoing series of Lenten practices, we will now discuss 
almsgiving. I know this is a scary environment right now to think 
about giving but we need to remember these Lenten penitential 
practices have great merit for us physically and spiritually. 
 
The Catechism has this to say: 

“The foundational call of Christians to charity is a frequent 
theme of the Gospels. During Lent, we are asked to focus 
more intently on “almsgiving,” which means donating money 
or goods to the poor and performing other acts of charity. As 
one of the three pillars of Lenten practice, almsgiving is “a 
witness to fraternal charity” and “a work of justice pleasing 
to God.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2462). 

In this unique and anxiety-filled time in our history, it can feel 
frightening or even imprudent to give when we don’t know what 
is going to happen. Yet, as Christians, we are called to share 
what we have: 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abun-
dantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 
need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written: 
“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their right-
eousness endures forever.” – 2 Corinthians 9:7-9 

Maybe these ideas will help us during this crisis to decide on new 
or altered almsgiving practices: 

1. Ask your neighbors, especially if they are elderly, if they 
need anything during your next grocery run and buy it for them 
without expecting or accepting payback. 

2. Identify someone in your family or circle of influence who is 
out of work right now and offer to pay a bill for them (or give them 
the equivalent of the bill in cash.) 

3. Consider donating food or drink gift cards to local health 
care workers. They are putting in incredible hours, under great 
stress, and this small gesture can go a long way. 

4. Continue, as you are able, to support causes that matter 
to you. All charities will be dealing with the challenge of this cri-
sis for months to come. If you are able to make a $100.00 gift, 
consider changing your strategy to $10.00 a month, so the not-
for-profit will have a steady stream of donations for a few 
months. 

https://integrityrestored.com/pillars-of-lent-almsgiving-pt-1/ 
 

 

Almsgiving According To St. Augustine 
In this second piece on Almsgiving this Lent, we’ll cover 3 things 
we can do right now to close our penitential season in a strong 
and meaningful way. 

We often think of “alms” as giving to the Church or a charity, 
maybe sometimes an individual in need, and these are great and 
needed practices. Particularly, now during the global pandemic, 
not for profit organizations like Integrity Restored need your help 
more than ever. But, what if I told you there were other “alms” we 
could give right now? I have used the wise counsel of St. Augus-
tine and his writing, Faith, Hope and Love as the basis for this 
letter. 

1) Alms for yourself 

In Luke Ch. 11, we read “Give alms, and behold everything is 
clean for you”. St. Augustine tells us that in order to effectively 
give alms to others, we must first start with ourselves. To give 
“alms” means to show mercy and often we need to start with that 
mercy for ourselves and our shortcomings. Our soul will drive our 
correction and is literally, like the beggar at the gate, asking us to 
forgive ourselves so that we can feel the incredible mercy and 
forgiveness of our Father in Heaven. 

2) Alms for your family 

Every one of us has, at one point or another, harbored a grudge 
or held on to a hurt caused by one of our family members. It can 
often be far more difficult for us to forgive someone close to us 
than a stranger on the street. As St. Augustine said: “Again, let 
there be in mild-mannered and humble spirits a compassionate 
ease in forgiving. Let the one who has done an injury ask par-
don; let the one who has suffered an injury grant pardon; so that 
we may not be possessed by Satan, whose triumph is the dis-
cord of Christians. And this, you see, is an alms deed of great 
value and profit, to forgive your fellow servant a debt, so that you 
may be released from your debts by the Lord.” 

3) Finally, and especially now during this time of global cri-
sis, really consider your “needs” so that you can give cheer-
fully and with a heart of hope. 

St. Augustine tells us “Let everyone do it according to his means. 
You should not do it to the extent of going broke yourself. That’s 
not what I’m saying. Your extras are someone else’s necessities. 
The Lord says, “Give, and it will be given to you; forgive, and you 
will be forgiven.” Let us practice these two sorts of almsgiving, 
namely giving and forgiving, gently and generously; since after 
all we pray to the Lord that good things may be given to us, and 
that evil things may not be repaid us. 

May the hope of the Resurrection strengthen and comfort you as 
we head into the close of Lent during these difficult times. If you 
are able and according to your means, we ask that you prayerful-
ly consider supporting our mission here at Integrity Restored 
right now. Those we serve need your help, prayers and mercy. 

https://integrityrestored.com/pillars-of-lent-almsgiving-pt-2/ 



Top 5 Ways To Pray 
One of the things I often hear in my work with Integrity Restored 
is “I can’t pray, God can’t hear the prayers of a sinner like me”. 
This is a common feeling for those struggling with pornography 
addiction for sure, but also in my estimation, a common refrain for 
almost any Christian at any given point in time. 

Even the disciples, who lived, worked and walked with Jesus 
asked Him to teach them how to pray (Matthew 6: 9-15). 

Below we have put together a quick Top 5 list on “How to Pray” 
which we hope will kickstart a robust prayer habit for you this 
Lent. 

1) Make time to pray even when you don’t want to. If prayer is 
the way we communicate with God, shouldn’t we make the time 
to do it every day? Imagine you didn’t speak with your wife, 
husband, kids or friends for months at a time, how strong would 
that relationship be? Prioritize this prayer conversation every day. 

“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful” – 
Colossians 4:2 

2) Keep it simple! So often we can feel like our prayers need to 
be an eloquent, fancy, persuasive monologue for God to hear us, 
but nothing could be further from the truth. God hears even the 
simplest prayers…” Lord, I love you, Help me”, and delights that 
we are talking to Him. Would you talk to your best friend the way 
you “think” you should pray? I doubt it, and your friend would 
think you’ve lost it. There are no special words necessary, just a 
heart seeking a relationship with Him, our Creator. 

“Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me and I will 
hear you” – Jeremiah 29:12 

3) Take advantage of sacramentals like Rosary Beads, Holy 
Candles and Holy Water and a prayer space to physically 
connect us to the act of praying and get us into the “spirit for a 
conversation” with God. 

“the Word of the Lord is living and effective” – Hebrews 4:12 

4) Use scripture as the basis to hear what God is saying to you. 
If we start our prayer with a quick trip in the Good Book, we will 
be amazed at how the Lord is speaking directly to us. The next 
email you get from us will be a short “how to” on doing a daily 
“Lectio Divina”, but suffice it to say, open your prayer with thanks, 
read a few lines from scripture or the Daily Readings and then 
talk to God about it. I promise you it’s a powerful tool to hear our 
Lord in our daily lives. 

“So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 
Christ” – Romans 10:17 

5) Anticipate answers! Prayer is not about just checking a box, 
but is a true engagement with our God who loves us. Look for the 
times when prayer has been answered each day, you may be 
pleasantly surprised. Through the people in our lives, what we 

read, what we see and hear, God is actively answering prayers if 
we just keep our eyes open to look for it. 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, 
and it will be opened to you” – Matthew 7:7 

We hope this QuickStart prayer practice helps you this Lent open 
the lines of communication between you and our Lord. 

https://integrityrestored.com/pillars-of-lent-prayer-pt-1/ 

 

The 4 Components of Lectio Divina 
In our ongoing Lenten series, last week’s article focused on the 
question of “how do I pray?” This week we’ll take you through one 
of the oldest forms of Christian prayer, the Lectio Divina. I know 
what you are going to say…” I can’t do that, I don’t speak Latin, I 
don’t even know what that means!” 

Let me assure you, it is easy, and it is LIFE Changing! 

Lectio Divina literally translated means Divine Reading and it has 
4 easy components: 

Lectio (Reading) 

Here’s where we read God’s Word in scripture and ask generally 
“what does it say?” 

Meditatio (Meditation) 

Here we ask what does this scripture passage, sentence, or word 
that pops out say to me and about my life? Some people find it 
helpful to insert themselves into the scripture during this 
meditation: “who would I be in this story?” 

Oratio (Prayer) 

What is on my heart to speak back to God in response to the 
reading and meditation? Here we can thank Him, question Him, 
or ask Him in plain conversation about what we just “heard” in our 
time with Him. 

Contemplatio (Contemplation) 

Since every encounter with the Lord is a two-way street, even as 
we are asking of Him, He is asking of us. Here we contemplate 
what the Lord is asking us to do, change, correct, etc. in our lives 
and hearts to draw closer to Him and to do His will. 

How to prepare: 

I like to go into my home office, early when the house is very 
quiet and plan on spending 15-30 minutes every day in 
conversation with God. Do I always do it? No, sometimes I miss a 
day or two, but I always plan on making the time. Creating this 
“alone time” with God is a habit that needs cultivating! 

Prepare 

I’d suggest starting with a block of 15 minutes to read, mediate, 
pray and contemplate the Lord’s promptings. Once 15 minutes is 
easy, you can increase from there. For me, my habit is to go into 
the office, light a holy candle and just quietly breathe for a few 
minutes, getting into a place of comfort with the Lord. Then I say 
“Good morning Lord, thank you for bringing me safely through the 
night, please open my heart to hear you this morning”. Then I 
open Scripture and begin. 

As you can see there is nothing mysterious or difficult about the 
Lectio Divina! It is our hope that this ancient prayer practice 
brings you much hope, consolation and fruit this Lenten season 
and going forward. 

https://integrityrestored.com/pillars-of-lent-prayer-pt-2/ 

 



 

Alexis Carrel was born into a Catholic family in a small 
town in France in 1873. He attended Mass regularly and 
went to Catholic schools run by Jesuits. Unfortunately, by 
the time he went to college he was an agnostic. He 
completely rejected the Catholic faith and wasn’t even 
sure if there was a God. 

However, he wouldn’t stay that way. And an extraordinary 
miracle from Lourdes helped lead him back. 

As an agnostic, Carrel studied biology and medicine and 
went on to become a world famous scientist. He 
developed a way to allow organs to live outside the body, 
a huge step toward organ transplants, and he developed 
new techniques for cleaning wounds. Most importantly, 
though, he invented techniques for suturing large blood 
vessels, which earned him a Nobel Prize in 1912.  This is 
why his opinion about alleged miracles at Lourdes 
mattered so much. 

Although the original apparitions at Lourdes had occurred 
in 1858, people in the early 20th century (as they are 
today) were still claiming to be cured by the water there. 
Despite the large number of alleged cures, the French 
medical establishment was firmly against the possibility 
that anything supernatural was happening. 

Carrel himself was also a strong skeptic. That is, until he 
met a girl named Marie Bailly.  He was on a train to 
Lourdes with a doctor friend to see the hysteria for himself 
in 1902 when he came across Bailly, who apparently had 
something called tuberculous peritonitis. It was a fatal 
disease. She was only half-conscious and had 
a swelled belly. Trying to help, Carrel gave her morphine, 
but said he didn’t think she’d even survive the rest of the 
trip to Lourdes. Other doctors on the train came to the 
same conclusion. 

When they arrived, her friends carried her to the grotto, 
and three pitchers of water from Lourdes was poured on 
her. With each pour, she said felt a searing pain 
throughout her body. To the amazement of the doctors 
present, her belly started to flatten back to a normal size 
almost immediately and her pulse returned to a normal 
rate. By that evening, she was well enough to eat a 
normal dinner.   

The scientist in Carrel didn’t know what to make of it all. 

He had to admit that everything he knew about medicine 
made it seem like her cure was indeed miraculous. But he 
knew that publicly claiming to have witnessed a miracle 
would ruin his career. So he just stayed quiet about it all. 
He didn’t even want people to know he had gone to 
Lourdes. 

However, Bailly’s cure quickly became national news. 
News outlets reported that Carrel had been present, but 
that he didn’t think there was anything miraculous about 
what happened. This wasn’t exactly accurate, so he was 
forced to publish a public reply. In it, he scolded religious 
believers for generally being too quick to claim something 
unusual was miraculous, but he also criticized the medical 
establishment for ruling out the possibility of miracles, 
saying that Bailly may indeed have been cured 
miraculously. 

This was a public scandal! How could someone so 
steeped in science and so accomplished in medicine say 
that Bailly’s cure might have been miraculous? His career 
in France was over. Unable to work in hospitals any 
longer, he moved to Canada, and eventually the United 
States. He joined the Rockefeller Institute of Medical 
Research in New York and spent the rest of his career 
there. (Marie Bailly, for her part, joined a convent.) 

So he had been convinced the woman’s cure could have 
been miraculous – what did that mean for him spiritually?  
He didn’t know what to do with it exactly, since fully 
admitting to himself that he had witnessed a true miracle 
at Lourdes would require him to rethink his religious 
beliefs (or lack thereof). 

It took him 25 years of working it out in his heart and mind, 
but finally, in 1939, he decided to meet with a Catholic 
priest in order to seriously consider returning to the 
Church. They became friends, and three years later he 
announced, “I believe in the existence of God, in the 
immortality of the soul, in Revelation and in all the 
Catholic Church teaches.” 

And just two years after that, he died. But not without 
receiving Last Rites on his deathbed.  God had brought 
him back just in time. 

h�ps://churchpop.com/2015/12/25/agnos�c-scien�st-converted-
miracle-lourdes/ 
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