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Brothers and sisters, the biblical Readings of Mass this Sunday invite us to meditate 
on a fascinating theme which can be summed up like this: “freedom and following 
Christ”. The Evangelist Luke tells us that “When the days drew near for him to be 
taken up, Jesus set his face to go to Jerusalem” (Lk 9: 51). Jerusalem is the final 
destination where Jesus, at his last Passover, must die and rise again and thus bring his 
mission of salvation to fulfilment. In the phrase “set his face”, meaning “firmly 
resolved”, we can glimpse Christ’s freedom.  
 
Jesus, in his earthly existence, was not, as it were “remote-controlled”: he was the 
incarnate Word, the Son of God made man, and at a certain point he made the firm 
decision to go up to Jerusalem for the last time. It was a decision taken in his 
conscience, but not alone: together with the Father, in full union with him! He decided 
out of obedience to the Father and in profound and intimate listening to his will. For 
this reason, moreover, his decision was firm, because it was made together with the 
Father. In the Father Jesus found the strength and light for his journey. And Jesus was 
free, he took that decision freely. Jesus wants us to be Christians with the freedom 
which comes from this dialogue with God the Father.  
 
Jesus offers himself for love, a conscious decision motivated by love. Who is freer 
than the One who is the Almighty? He did not, however, live his freedom as a casual 
power or as domination. He lived it as a service. Like human life itself, freedom draws 
its meaning from love. Indeed, who is the freest? Someone who selfishly keeps all 
possibilities open for fear of losing them, or someone who expends himself “firmly 
resolved” to serve and thereby finds himself full of life because of the love he has 
given and received?  
 
Jesus aimed straight for his goal and in addition said clearly to the people he met and 
who asked to follow him what the conditions were: to have no permanent dwelling 
place; to know how to be detached from human affections and not to give in to 
nostalgia for the past. Jesus, however, also told his disciples to “make ready” his 
arrival, but not to impose anything: if the disciples did not find a readiness to welcome 
him, they should move on. Jesus never imposes, Jesus is humble, Jesus invites. If you 
want to, come. The humility of Jesus is like this: he is always inviting but never 
imposing. 
 
 



 

 
 
The Apostle Paul, writing to the Christians of Galatia, today in Turkey, said: “You 
were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another”  
(Gal 5: 13). Living according to the flesh means following the selfish tendencies of 
human nature. Living according to the Spirit, on the other hand, means allowing 
oneself to be guided in intentions and works by God’s love which Christ has given to 
us.  
 
Jesus does not want selfish Christians who follow their own ego, who do not talk to 
God. Nor does he want weak Christians, Christians who have no will of their own, 
“remote-controlled” Christians incapable of creativity, who always seek to connect 
with the will of someone else. Jesus wants us free. And where is this freedom created? 
It is created in dialogue with God in the person’s own conscience. If a Christian is 
unable to speak with God, if he cannot hear God in his own conscience, he is not free. 
This is why we must learn to listen to our conscience more. But be careful! This does 
not mean following my own ego, doing what interests me, what suits me, what I 
like.... It is not this! The conscience is the interior place for listening to the truth, to 
goodness, for listening to God. It is the inner place of my relationship with him, the 
One who speaks to my heart and helps me to discern, to understand the way I must 
take and, once the decision is made, to go forward, to stay faithful. 
 
Therefore, Christian freedom is quite the opposite of chance; it consists in following 
Christ in the gift of self even to the sacrifice of the Cross. It may seem a paradox, but 
the Lord lived the crowning point of his freedom on the Cross as a summit of love. 
When they shouted at him on Calvary: “If you are the Son of God, come down from 
the Cross!”, he showed his freedom as the Son precisely by remaining on it, to do the 
Father’s merciful will to the very end. Other witnesses to the truth have shared this 
experience, men and women who showed that they remained free even in a prison cell 
and under the threat of torture. “The truth will set you free”. Those who side with the 
truth will never be slaves of any power but will always make themselves freely 
servants of their brothers and sisters.  
 
Let us look at Mary Most Holy. A humble Handmaid of the Lord, the Virgin is the 
model of a spiritual person, dedicated to the service of God and neighbour. May Mary 
help us to become increasingly men and women free in our conscience, men and 
women, who can hear God’s voice and follow it with determination. May she help us 
with her motherly care to follow Jesus, to know the truth and to live freedom in love. 


