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Brothers and sisters, just as Jesus entered Jerusalem, so he desires to enter our 
cities and our lives. He comes humbly to us. Nothing prevents us from finding in 
him the source of our joy, true joy, which abides and brings peace. Today’s liturgy 
teaches us that the Lord has not saved us by his triumphal entry or by means of 
powerful miracles. The humiliation of Jesus reaches its utmost in the Passion: he is 
sold for thirty pieces of silver and betrayed by the kiss of a disciple. Nearly all the 
others flee and abandon him; Peter denies him three times in the courtyard of the 
temple. Humiliated in his spirit by mockery, insults and spitting, he suffers in his 
body terrible brutality: the blows, the scourging and the crown of thorns.  
 
Even as every form of justice is denied to him, Jesus also experiences in his own 
flesh indifference, since no one wishes to take responsibility for his fate. And I 
think of the many people, so many outcasts, so many asylum seekers, so many 
refugees, all of those for whose fate no one wishes to take responsibility. The 
crowd changes their praise into a cry of accusation, even to the point of preferring 
that a murderer be released in his place. And so the hour of death on the cross 
arrives, that most painful form of shame reserved for traitors, slaves and the worst 
kind of criminals.  
 
But isolation, defamation and pain are not yet the full extent of his deprivation. To 
be totally in solidarity with us, he also experiences on the Cross the mysterious 
abandonment of the Father. In his abandonment, Jesus reveals the true face of God, 
which is mercy. He forgives those who are crucifying him, he opens the gates of 
paradise to the repentant thief and he touches the heart of the centurion. If the 
mystery of evil seems infinite, then the reality of Love poured out through him is 
infinite, reaching even to the tomb and to hell. He takes upon himself all our pain 
that he may redeem it, bringing light to darkness, life to death, love to hatred.  
 
God’s way of acting may seem so far removed from our own, that he was 
annihilated for our sake, while it seems difficult for us to even forget ourselves a 
little. He comes to save us; we are called to choose his way: the way of service, of 
giving, of forgetfulness of ourselves. Let us walk this path, pausing in these days to 
gaze upon the Crucifix.  
 
I invite you during this week to gaze often upon the Crucifix, to learn about the 
humble love that saves and gives life, so that we may give up all selfishness, and 
the seeking of power and fame. By humbling himself, Jesus invites us to walk on 
his path. Let us turn our faces to him, let us ask for the grace to understand at least 
something of the mystery; and then, in silence, let us contemplate the mystery of 
this Week. 


